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Dedicated to keeping 
alive the tradition of  

early American 
commercial aviation

Greetings from Flagship Detroit 
Headquarters 2nd Quarter!
AIRSHOW SCHEDULE UPDATES

Our season for 2010 started out on the east coast this  year.  We had a short flight to Myrtle Beach, then on 
to Greenville,SC Downtown Airport. Charley Ingram, Randy Mayfield and many others, were very 
gracious hosts for our 2010 inaugural event. We had great fun and a successful trip for our foundation. 
The folks in South Carolina love old airplanes  and were very supportive of our 1937 Flagship DC-3. 
Thanks to all the crew for a nice trip. 

We also have had several other one-day shows in Shelbyville and Lebanon, Tennessee, Scottsboro, 
Alabama and Denton, Texas  that were really fun and made a few dollars exhibiting our Grand Old Lady. 
Many thanks for all the volunteers that made those show a success.  

Our next few events will be the busiest of the season. On July 15th we are off to Dayton, Ohio. We will 
arrive on Thursday and stay through the weekend. This  will include a special stop at the American 
Airlines  station for their employees  to take a good look at the ole’ girl.  Please come out and join us  for a 
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great time in Ohio.  The following week, 
will be the show of the year. The EAA 
Airventure in Oshkosh, Wisconsin. It 
starts July 26th and runs  through Aug 
3rd. This year is the 75th anniversary of 
the Douglas  DC-3. They are telling us 
that over 40 DC-3/C47’s  will be on 
display for this great event. If you ever 
want to see the EAA Oshkosh airshow, 
this  is  the year to attend. While at the 
show, please stop by and visit with us, we 
will be there for the whole time.

AIRCRAFT CONDITION

The “Detroit” has had an above average 
period for reliability and maintenance 
concerns this year (knock on wood…) 
The last inspection found very few items 
to repair on our 75 year-old aircraft. 
One of the highlights for our airplane 
during the inspection period was  the 
addition of the original wingtips. In the 
1950’s  a modified wingtip called the Pan 
Am Speed Tip  was installed to shorten the 
wing a few inches. As we understand the 
story, that modification on a hangar-full 
of airplanes  allowed Pan Am to get one 
more airplane into the hangar. In our 
quest for historical accuracy we chose to 
return to the configuration that Flagship 
Detroit was delivered with. Many hours 
of volunteer work went into preparing 
the original wing tips and installing 
them. A special thanks  to Foundation 
President, Zane Lemon for steering the 
project and and to everyone of the men 
and women who helped to get this  job 
completed.  

The very last thing to do on our DC-3 is 
to install an original galley.  That project 
is  still in the rebuilding process  by 

volunteers from our foundation and the AFW 
maintenance base. I will have more to report on 
that timeline in our next newsletter.  

The next time you spot the “Detroit” either on the 
ground or in flight you’ll notice the paint looks like 
it is new!  That’s  because it is  - thanks to Rodger 
Crider and his  crew at Crider Aircraft Painting in 
Mena, AR for repainting our airplane just in time 
for the 75th anniversary  celebration of the DC-3 
at the AirVenture show this  year.  If you ever need 
your airplane painted, please consider Rodger 
Crider and his  team at Crider Aircraft Painting. 
He and his paint craftsmen will do a great job. 
Rodger Crider can be reached at 479-394-0111.

New Wingtips on Display

During the winter downtime a team of  AFW 
technicians and Flagship Detroit members 

restored the original equipment wingtips to the 
Flagship Detroit.

The Volunteer Crew New Silhouette	
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FINANCIAL REPORTS

A special note of thanks  to our new Treasurer and 
latest Board Member, Jon Reilman, for his extensive 
efforts  in reviewing and re-organizing our financial 
record-keeping. Jon, working with other foundation 
members and the Winnet Accounting firm 
completed tax returns for the past year, developed 
reporting forms to track our airshow receipts  and 
expenses, and overhauled many aspects  of the 
organizations  financial records. Though we are a 
small organization, the job of ensuring that all 
records are properly maintained to support our non-
profit status is no small job. Thanks, Jon !

Know a Corporate Sponsor?

If you have contacts through your 
work or your local community with 
companies that you believe would be 
interested in providing financial 
support and sponsorship for the 
Flagship Detroit Foundation, please 
call Zane (940-391-2266) or George 
(931-224-5280) with the details. Now that 
we have touched more than 1500 
vintage aviation fans we would like to 
tap into their networks to recruit on-
going supporters that are interested in 
our aviation heritage message. If just a 
few of our many members could 
recruit a willing company, we would be 
very close to eliminating the current 
debt. 
Our display boards at airshows and 
our website acknowledgements help 
recognize our generous sponsors.

FDF SUPPORTERS

A SPECIAL REQUEST

In closing, I think you can tell from all of our activities, many, many volunteer hours  and dollars  go into 
keeping your foundation and your American Airlines  DC-3 in operation.  All I ask in this newsletter is that 
you take the time to consider helping this foundation by giving of your time and your financial support to 
continue the mission of educating the public about this marvelous piece of aviation history. How can you 
help? It can be as simple as  renewing your annual membership, becoming a lifetime member or recruiting 
a corporate sponsor.  No matter what your best traits are, we have a place for you. From working an 
airshow to helping out with the the airplane. We would love to have you join us. Please tell your friends 
about us, and encouraging them to visit our web site at FlagshipDetroit.org and become a part of this 
organization. Thank you very much for all your help and support. We could not operate without you.

Meet the newest member of the Flagship Detroit 
Foundation

C.W. (Bud) Cushing is  a retired TWA pilot who held 
seniority number 1. He has  a long history in the aviation 
community including flying the DC-3 with TWA. All of his 
children fly for the airlines  including his son, Tres, who is an 
MD80 captain for AA. 

Now in his  eighth decade of his  life he continues  to fly his 
Thorp and teach flying.  Welcome aboard, Bud !!
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